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and literary method which makes criticism valuable. His power of lit- 
erary characterization may be illustrated by this sentence upon Brune- 
tiere : " The arguments are clamped and mortised together by logical 
connections, and push forward in menacing array in a manner that sug- 
gests the advance of Roman legionaries with interlocked shields." But 
the book is chiefly significant as standing in the forefront of modern 
thought, representing a tendency toward moral and intellectual health 
that is making slow headway against the many contrary tendencies 
that have beset the immediate past and are besetting the present. 



Way Stations. By Elizabeth Bobins. New York: Dodd, Mead & 
Company, 1913. 

Miss Bobins's book is made up of a series of public speeches and 
occasional articles, connected by a tissue of condensed but lively nar- 
rative tracing the progress of the suffrage movement in England from 
its inception. The volume by no means provides a systematic ex- 
position of the philosophy of " votes for women," and it suffers some- 
what from the superficiality incident to special pleading, however ear- 
nest. But with these cautions the book may be recommended to the 
general reader. Elegant and forceful exhortation is always readable for 
its own sake, and it is often more efficacious in sweeping away prejudice 
than unemotional and carefully condensed argument could be. In many 
cases Miss Bobins neatly and completely demolishes the stock arguments 
against equal suffrage, and she states her views with such clarity and 
sharpness that those who are not convinced by them will at least be 
awakened to a perception of the reasonableness of what has perhaps 
seemed an impossible point of view. In such a conflict as that waged 
over equal suffrage — a conflict of points of view, of pseudo-scientific 
opinions, and of prejudices in some cases almost inconceivably silly — 
such a book as Way Stations will help to clear away misunderstand- 
ings. It takes us, moreover, into the heart of the conflict. Miss 
Bobins's sentences ring; we feel ourselves present at the meetings at 
which her speeches were delivered, and join in the applause. If her zeal 
for the cause carries her, in the defense of militancy, further than most 
of us would be willing to follow, no one need be either offended or 
deceived. The book is neither fanatical in spirit nor subtly sophistical 
in argument. On the contrary, it gives an impression of fairness and 
practical efficiency that wins favor for the cause it represents. Inform* 
ingly it emphasizes the strength of the woman's movement and makes 
us feel wholesomely ashamed of ourselves for not knowing more of it than 
we do. Way Stations contains no startlingly novel doctrines; it is 
energetically persuasive rather than sweepingly convincing. It is, how- 
ever, a thoroughly readable book, and a book that it would be good for 
people of all shades of opinion to read. 



Plays by Bjornstjerne Bjornson. Translated by Edwin Bjorkman. 
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1913. 

The plays presented in this volume are " The Gauntlet," " Beyond Our 
Power," and " The New System." The ideas expressed in these dramas 
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no longer seem daring or revolutionary, but Bjornson's expression of 
them has the power of shocking us into a deeper consciousness. The 
attack upon the double standard of morality for men and women in 
" The Gauntlet " may both thrill us and make us think, though the 
injustice of the two separate codes has become almost a commonplace 
of speech and writing. So in " Beyond Our Power " we may be dis- 
appointed if we expect to find a novel, subtly tragic conception. Few of 
us are vitally concerned in the question of the possibility of miracles, 
and our attitude is one of wonder that the failure of a miracle should 
furnish a tragic crisis. Yet the author puts his thought into terms 
so poignantly human that in reading his play we pass through the 
stages of doubt, faith, and disillusion, with some approach to the in- 
tensity of an entirely fresh inward experience. A love of the truth for 
itself gives to Bjornson's dramas a positive poetic fervor. Skepticism 
becomes inspiration, and the pathos of faith, the nobility of doubt, be- 
come humanized into motives more appealing than the commoner human 
sentiments. The dramatist has a trick of startling us by his very 
simplicity, and his plays develop from conversations threatening to be 
tedious into situations of unexpected and concentrated, yet quite natural, 
emotional tension. Such a startling yet natural effect is produced in 
"Beyond Our Power," when the miracle-working pastor brings his 
children to pray with him at the bedside of his sick wife — an effect so 
simply and affectingly idyllic that it renders the ensuing tragedy at once 
convincing and cruel as only the truth can be. As to " The New 
System," Bjornson himself declared that its interest was psychological 
rather than dramatic. To the reader, however, it is of all the deeper 
interest because it dwells upon the author's final philosophy of life, 
laying dramatic stress upon the admonition to "live in truth" that we 
may advance toward perfection "through a frank acknowledgment of 
our innermost natures." In all three plays clearness of vision and un- 
equivocally forceful expression result in esthetic pleasure. The white 
light that illuminates every detail of thought or action to the point 
of producing an effect of bareness does not, however, destroy human 
interest. The dialogue — so unlike what any one might be expected to 
say, so exactly like what human beings do actually think and feel — 
is as fascinating as a new language. On the whole, we shall not read 
Bjornson for the sake of the intellectual excitement which new ideas 
produce in us, but we shall read him because he makes what seem the 
coldest conclusions of skepticism or common sense warm with human 
significance. 

The Parmer of To-morrow. By Frederick Irving Anderson. New 
York: The Macmillan Company, 1913. 

There is both commercial common sense and sound analysis of scien- 
tific fact in this book, which has an important bearing upon the so- 
called " baek-to-the-land " movement. Commercially, the point of em- 
phasis is the fact, made clear in a variety of waj'S, that the farmer of 
to-day cannot compete with the farmer of yesterday. Scientifically, the 
book shows that the soil is in no real danger of exhaustion, despite much 
current teaching to the contrary. 

Farming, Mr. Anderson shows, is to all intents a subsidized industry. 



